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Trekking
Modality

Walking is an excellent way of discovering 
places and fully enjoying the natural 

wonders surrounding Casa Atacama. There 
are hikes for all tastes and skill levels 

(recreational and sporting).
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The hike starts at the beginning of the Gorge of Guatín, where the Purifica 
and Puritama Rivers join to form the Vilama River, one of the two rivers 
that feed the San Pedro oasis. The trail continues into the gorge amid tall 
foxtails and giant cacti, crossing the river several times and descending past 
waterfalls and rocky terrain while taking in some very special geological 
formations. Near the end, we wind our way up the gorge to an old corral, a 
rest stop for shepherds and caravans, which is still in use today. The final 
stretch of the hike takes us along an ancestral herding route and back to the 
van, which will take us back to Casa Atacama.

CharaCteristiCs  In Guatinka, you can discover the charms of a fun 
hike, with a certain degree of physical exertion. Admire the contrasts between 
the aridity of the gorge and its cacti (which serve as a kind of local sentinel), 
the abundant green of the vegetation by the river, and a host of rocky 
formations.

Recommendations:
 ∙ Bring light clothing, long 
pants, a jacket

 ∙ Comfortable footwear with 
quality soles (for the stretches 
of irregular and slippery 
terrain)

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack

Noi Equipment: The hotel 
provides walking sticks, if 
needed.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Moderate. A degree of physical 
aptitude is required for traversing rocky 
stretches.
Altitude: 3,000 – 3,200 meters above 
sea level.
Distance: 3.5 km
Duration: Two hours
Environment: Pre-plateau / Gorge / River
Itinerary:
 ∙ We depart from Casa Atacama by 
van, heading 30 minutes towards the 
northeast until we reach the Gorge of 
Guatín. 

 ∙ We then hike along the gorge, 
following the river towards the south. 

 ∙ We return to Casa Atacama by van (30 
minutes).

GUATINKA
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GUATÍN- PURITAMA

The excursion begins by climbing the rugged rocky terrain to the top of the 
Puritama Gorge, where we will take in old storehouses and llama caravan rest 
stops built on the hillside, all surrounded by giant cacti. We then descend into 
the gorge and continue along the Puritama River. There, amid tall foxtails, we 
follow an ancient herding route that is still in use today, until we arrive at the 
Puritama hot springs, where we will enjoy a well-deserved, relaxing soak.

CharaCteristiCs The Guatín-Puritama hike combines the charm of 
walking along lush riverside vegetation with the treat of bathing in the thermal 
waters of the magnificent Puritama Hot Springs.

Recommendations
 ∙ Bring light clothing, long 
pants, a jacket, comfortable 
footwear for hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat.
 ∙ A backpack and a bathing 
suit.

Noi Equipment: The hotel 
provides robes and towels for 
bathing in the hot springs.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), snacks.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Moderate. An acclimation 
hike, at high altitudes, with exposure 
to the sun, all of which requires a brisk 
walking pace.
Altitude: 3,200 – 3,500 meters above 
sea level.
Distance: 5.6 km
Duration: Two hours and 30 minutes
Environment: Pre-plateau / Gorge / 
River
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa Atacama, 
heading 35 minutes northeast until we 

 ∙ reach the Gorge of Guatín. 
 ∙ We hike along the gorge, following 
the river north until we reach the 
Puritama Hot Springs. 

 ∙ We return from the springs to Casa 
Atacama by van (40 minutes).
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CORNICE

After ascending a small dune, we will hike north along one of the cornices 
bordering the “Valle de la Muerte” (“Death Valley”). The stunning panoramic 
view allows us to appreciate how erosion has molded the Salt Mountain Range, 
revealing the geological processes that shaped it. The most entertaining part 
of the excursion is a steep but enjoyable descent down a dune, from where we 
cross the valley on our way back to the van. 

CharaCteristiCs From the cornices, you can discover impressive 
geological formations unique to the Salt Mountain Range, and take in a 
panoramic view of the area. You can also enjoy the fun of descending a 
100-meter-tall dune.

Recommendations:
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses.
 ∙ A hat and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Easy. The hike may prove 
difficult for those suffering from severe 
vertigo.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 3.7 km
Duration: Two hours
Environment: Valle de la Muerte 
(“Death Valley”), Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading northwest until we 
reach Death Valley (15 minutes). 

 ∙ We hike through Death Valley along 
the cornice, taking in the panoramic 
view. 

 ∙ From the cornice, we descend a 
100-meter-tall dune and cross the 
valley until we reach a van waiting 
to take us back to Casa Atacama (15 
minutes).
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SHORT CORNICE EXCURSION

There’s a shorter version of the Cornice excursion, specially designed for 
families with young children and people who don’t want to walk too far.
It begins at the same point as the regular excursion, but only requires 30 
minutes of walking to the first dune, which the whole family can enjoy. From 
there, it’s just another 15 minutes back to the van to return to Casa Atacama.

CharaCteristiCs From the cornices, you can discover impressive 
geological formations unique to the Salt Mountain Range, and take in a 
panoramic view of the area. You can also enjoy the fun of descending a 
100-meter-tall dune.

Recommendations:
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses.
 ∙ A hat and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Easy. The hike may prove 
difficult for those suffering from severe 
vertigo.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 3.7 km
Duration: Two hours
Environment: Valle de la Muerte 
(“Death Valley”), Salt Mountain Range
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KAMUR

Our hike begins by ascending and descending a short dune, before continuing 
through gorges and dry riverbeds as we take in the arid desert landscape. We 
alternate between open spaces and narrow paths through the labyrinthine 
clay walls of the Salt Mountain Range. The excursion includes several stops at 
lookouts that offer spectacular panoramic views. The hike ends near Las Tres 
Marías, one of the valley’s iconic natural monuments.

CharaCteristiCs The Kamur hike allows us to discover the hidden face of 
the Valley of the Moon, taking in spectacular and little-seen areas of the valley.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Moderate. This is the longest 
available hike through the Valle de la 
Luna (“Valley of the Moon”), with uphill 
and downhill stretches and irregular/
rocky terrain.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 6.6 km
Duration: Three hours 
Environment: Valle de la Luna (“Valley 
of the Moon”), Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading southwest until we 
reach the Valley of the Moon, part of 
the Los Flamencos National Reserve 
(15 minutes). 

 ∙ We hike through the valley until we 
reach the Las Tres Marías natural 
monument and an old salt mine, 
where van will be waiting to take us 
back to Casa Atacama (25 minutes).
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KAMURCITO

We begin at the same point as the Kamur excursion, climbing and descending 
a short dune. From there, we continue through gorges and dry riverbeds as 
we take in the arid desert landscape. We alternate between open spaces and 
narrow paths through the labyrinthine clay walls of the Salt Mountain Range. 
At the first lookout, which offers an impressive view of the Central Crater and 
Great Dune, there’s a detour that leads back to the starting point, passing 
a second lookout that provides an open view of the Andes Mountains. We 
continue until the exit, from where we will return to Casa Atacama by van.

CharaCteristiCs This hike allows us to enjoy the Valley of the Moon on 
foot, discovering its characteristic landscapes along an undemanding path.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Easy. A shorter, less difficult 
version of the Kamur excursion, 
including climbing and descending two 
small dunes and passing through two 
short rocky stretches.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 2.3 km
Duration: 90 minutes 
Environment: Valle de la Luna (“Valley 
of the Moon”), Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ The circuit begins at the same 
point as the Kamur excursion, but 
continues along a shorter path, 
concentrated in the heart of the 
Valley of the Moon, including its 
unmissable views of the Central 
Crater and the Duna Mayor (Great 
Dune).
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KARI GORGE

The hike begins from the Kari Lookout, which offers a spectacular view of the 
Valley of the moon. We descend from the cornice to a sandy area, and cross a 
dry lake before entering the Kari Gorge, following the old course of the river. 
The path includes two rocky stretches (which were formerly waterfalls, now 
dry), where you’ll need to support yourself with your hands and feet.

CharaCteristiCs This excursion allows us to discover the fascinating 
mineral world of the Valley of the Moon. The area is renowned for its geological 
formations, high clay walls, caves, and spectacular salt, gypsum and clay 
formations. It’s also notable for its faults and bends, eroded by wind and 
water. Here, the silence is only interrupted by the crunch of salt underfoot.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Moderate. This excursion can 
present difficulties for people prone to 
vertigo. A minimum level of physical 
aptitude is required to cross two rocky 
stretches, which involve climbing.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 4.5 km
Duration: Two hours 
Environment: Valle de la Luna (“Valley 
of the Moon”), Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading northeast until we 
reach the Kari Lookout (15 min). 

 ∙ The excursion begins here, continuing 
along the Valley’s cornice before 
descending to the Kari Gorge, which 
we will follow until its end. 

 ∙ There, a van awaits to take us back 
to Casa Atacama.
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CUCHABRACHE

First, we head up one of the cornices of the Salt Mountain Range, ascending 
north up an abrupt rocky terrain laden with loose rocks. From the top, there is 
a spectacular 360º view that includes vistas of the Catarpe Valley and the San 
Pedro River, which runs underneath the cornices. In the distance, we can also 
take in the Andes and Domayko ranges, the Catarpe Ayllu, and Tambo Inca. 
Afterward, we continue towards the cornice to descend into the valley, crossing 
the San Pedro River several times to reach the Catarpe Ayllu. From there, we 
walk back along the river until reaching the San Isidro Chapel.

CharaCteristiCs Cuchabrache offers impressive panoramic views of the 
formations of the Salt Mountain Range and the Catarpe Valley, where the San 
Pedro River runs to the Andes Mountains. The area is notable for its variety of 
perspectives and ambiances, from the highly arid cornice with a 360-degree 
view, to the riverbed’s abundant vegetations, and the Catarpe Ayllu, with its 
crops, shepherds and llamas.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: The hotel 
provides towels for drying your 
feet after the numerous river 
crossings.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round (except 
during the rain season, due to 
the river levels)

Type of Excursion: Half-day hike
Difficulty: Moderate. A long hike that 
involves crossing a river.
Altitude: 2,600 meters above sea level.
Distance: 6.7 km
Duration: Three hours 
Environment: The Oasis of San Pedro / 
Catarpe Valley / Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ Depart by van from Casa Atacama 
heading north, through Quitor in the 
Catarpe Valley, until reaching the 
Tunnel.

 ∙ We walk north along the Salt Mountain 
range cornice, before descending to the 
Catarpe Ayllu. 

 ∙ Later, we’ll walk back along the San 
Pedro River to the San Isidro Chapel, to 
Casa Atacama. This trek can be done in 
both directions.
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CHUS-CHUL

The word “chus-chul” means “salty” in Kunza, the language spoken by the 
Likanantai before the Spanish conquest. Hence the name of the Chus-Chul River 
(or Salado/Salty River). The hike follows the bed of the Salado River, which has 
served as an old route for caravans and shepherds that is still used today. In the 
rock shelters that border the river, you can admire a wide variety of petroglyphs 
from different eras. Later, we’ll reach the point where the San Pedro River 
begins, one of the two main rivers that feed the oasis of San Pedro, the product 
of the union of the Salado and Grande Rivers. We follow the river until reaching 
Cuchabrache, a rainfall measurement station from which we’ll need to cross the 
river several times before arriving at the Catarpe Ayllu, where we’ll meet up with 
the van and return to Casa Atacama.

CharaCteristiCs An easy, enjoyable walk along various rivers. Notable for 
its rich variety of petroglyphs.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing (ideally 
with long sleeves to protect 
you from the insects), a jacket, 
comfortable footwear for hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, insect repellent, 
sunglasses.

 ∙ A hat, and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: The hotel 
provides towels for drying your 
feet after the numerous river 
crossings.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day hike

Difficulty: Easy. It does include river 
crossings that require removing your 
shoes.
Altitude: 2,500 meters above sea level.
Distance: 5.5 km
Duration: Two hours (up to three hours, 
depending on the river levels)
Environment: Gorge / River / Cave 
Paintings (petroglyphs)
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa Atacama, 
heading northwest. 

 ∙ From Llano de la Paciencia, we’ll 
continue north through a gorge, passing 
by the Piedra de la Coca (Coca Stone), 
before reaching the bank of the Chus-
Chul River, where the hike begins. 

 ∙ Following the rivers’ flows, we’ll reach 
Catarpe Ayllu, where we then return to 
San Pedro.
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MACHUCA / RÍO GRANDE

In the town of Machuca, situated 4,000 meters above sea level, the hike begins 
with a descent through a desert moor towards the gorge, passing through lands 
used by shepherd caravans. We will be stopping for lunch mid-way through the 
hike at an abandoned Peñaliri homestead. After lunch, we trek downriver until 
reaching the town of Río Grande, where the van will be waiting.

CharaCteristiCs This excursion immerses us in the landscapes of the 
High Plateau, a pleasant hike along rivers where we’ll discover an old shepherd 
route where you can still see the vestiges of human occupation, with its crop 
terraces, the world of shepherds and llamas.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
hiking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), picnic lunch.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day hike
Difficulty: Easy. Walking with no 
notable obstacles, although you should 
take into consideration that this is a 
full-day, high-altitude hike.
Altitude: 4,000 – 3,200 meters above 
sea level.
Distance: 12 km
Duration: Six hours
Environment: High Plateau / Gorge / 
River
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart from Casa Atacama, 
heading northeast until we reach the 
town of Machuca (45 min). We’ll walk 
to the town of Río Grande, following 
riverbeds in the middle of gorges. 

 ∙ The van will await us in the town of 
Río Grande to take us back to Casa 
Atacama (one hour).



Biking
Modality

Excursions for all skill levels (recreational 
and sporting), often held on rugged terrain 
and gravel roads, with stretches of sand 

or chusquea bamboo and calamine. 
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CEJAR LAGOON

We leave Casa Atacama by bike, cycling southward along Tocopilla Street. 
We then veer off the main route to follow a detour that passes through 
the Cúcuter Ayllu, continuing into the salt flat along a path that gradually 
turns into a sandy dirt trail. This trail leads us to the cold waters of the 
Cejar Lagoon, which is comprised of three cold-water lagoons that provide a 
refreshing swim. The salt concentration in these pools makes it possible to 
float atop the water.

CharaCteristiCs Biking provides a pleasant way of reaching the Cejar 
Lagoon, where we can enjoy its salty waters and impressive landscape.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for biking.
 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat.
 ∙ A bathing suit, sandals, and a 
backpack.

Noi Equipment: The hotel will 
provide the bikes and helmets, as 
well as robes, towels, chairs, and 
fresh water for washing the salt 
off after bathing.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), snacks, tea.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day of biking
Difficulty: Easy.
Altitude: 2,400 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: 18 km
Duration: 90 minutes
Environment: Ayllus / Salt Flat / 
Lagoons
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by bike heading south 
to the place where three saltwater 
lagoons converge.

 ∙ We return to Casa Atacama by van 
(30 minutes).
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DEVIL’S GORGE

We follow that old main route, used to accommodate traffic entering and 
leaving the oasis, heading north. This road, which runs through the Catarpe 
Valley, is made of flat gravel and follows the course of the river, which we 
must cross several times to reach the entrance of Devil’s Gorge. Once there, 
we can explore the gorge, winding between its unusual rock formations 
until reaching the sandy area. From there, we return by the same route, 
effortlessly enjoying the slight downward slope towards the gorge’s exit.

CharaCteristiCs A pleasant, undemanding excursion notable for its 
diverse landscapes. The river and its vegetation create a lovely contrast with 
the arid walls of the Salt Mountain Range. Devil’s Gorge dazzles with its rock 
formations, creating a true labyrinth within the mountain range.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
biking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
sandals, and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: The hotel will 
provide the bikes and helmets, as 
well as towels for drying your feet 
after crossing rivers.

Includes: Water and trail mix

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day of biking
Difficulty: Easy.
Altitude: 2,400 meters above sea level.
Distance: 18 km
Duration: Two hours and 30 minutes
Environment: Oasis / Catarpe Valley / 
Salt Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by bike from Casa 
Atacama heading north, entering the 
Catarpe Valley and following the the 
San Pedro River until we reach the 
labyrinth of Devil’s Gorge. 

 ∙ We return by bike to Casa Atacama 
by the same route.
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PIEDRA de la COCA (COCA STONE)

CharaCteristiCs Physically-demanding biking, reserved for experts in 
excellent physical shape.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
biking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: The hotel will 
provide the bikes and helmets.

Includes: Water and trail mix.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day of biking
Difficulty: Hard
Altitude: 2,400 – 2,600 meters above 
sea level.
Distance: 25 km
Duration: Four hours
Environment: Oasis / Salt Mountain 
Range / Llano de la Paciencia
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by bike from Casa 
Atacama, heading north towards 
the Catarpe Valley, following the 
San Pedro River towards the tunnel 
through a typical Salt Mountain 
labyrinth. 

 ∙ Here we begin a steep, two-kilometer 
ride up a path in poor conditions. 

 ∙ Reaching the tunnel, we can take 
advantage of a lovely panoramic view, 
before crossing it and following a dry 
riverbed until reaching the Piedra de 
la Coca (Coca Stone), renowned for its 
petrogylphs, which marks the former 
entrance to San Pedro. 

 ∙ Continuing the excursion, we cross 
the Llano de la Paciencia (Plain of 
Patience) and reach the highway. 

 ∙ We follow the highway back to San 
Pedro.
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PUKARÁ of QUITOR

The word “Pukará” refers to ancient fortifications built by the pre-Columbian 
culture in the 11th century.

We head north, following the San Pedro River, which must be crossed several 
times before we reach the Quitor Ayllu, in the Catarpe Valley. Reaching the 
entrance of the Pukará of Quitor, we leave the bikes behind to explore the 
construction from top to bottom. 

CharaCteristiCs A classic, light excursion that allows us to discover 
a beautiful part of the oasis, the Quitor Ayllu, and its famed archeological 
monument, the Pukará.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear for 
biking.

 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack. 

 ∙ We suggest shoes with quality 
soles. Ascending the Pukará 
of Quitor is done via a rocky, 
sandy trail that can be slippery 
on the way down.

Noi Equipment: The hotel will 
provide the bikes and helmets.

Includes: Water and trail mix.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Biking or van
Difficulty: Easy, ascending and 
descending ruins on sandy terrain.
Altitude: 2,400 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: Four km
Duration: Two hours
Environment: Oasis
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by bike from Casa 
Atacama, heading north until we 
reach the Pukará of Quitor (30 
minutes). 

 ∙ We return by bike to Casa Atacama. 
 ∙ This visit can be combined with a 
guided tour of the Padre Le Paige 
Museum.
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PETROGLYPHS of HIERBAS BUENAS

We take the paved road that leads to Calama. After 40 kilometers, we take 
a detour towards the town of Río Grande until we reach Hierbas Buenas, 
which we’ll explore on foot, admiring the petroglyphs as we go. This 
site was formerly an important resting stop for caravans traveling along 
different routes, both regional and international.

CharaCteristiCs The petroglyphs of Hierbas Buenas offer an 
excellent opportunity to learn about the Likanantai culture, their beliefs 
and way of life. The petroglyphs are notable for their excellent state of 
conservation, their wide variety of patterns, and their beauty.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear.
 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: This excursion 
requires no special equipment.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), trail mix.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day van 
excursion
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 3,200 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: 60 km
Duration: Three hours and 30 
minutes
Environment: Domeyko Mountan 
Range / Pre-Plateau
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading northeast until 
we reach Hierbas Buenas to see 
the petroglyphs (one hour). 

 ∙ After the visit, we return by van 
to the hotel along the same route 
(one hour).



Scenery
Modality

Excursions designed for enjoying the diversity of 
the local landscapes, without physical exertion. 

Routes that allow you to take in the immensity of 
the desert, the magic of the Atacama Salt Flat, and 
the majesty of the high plateau, as you marvel at 

the variety of landscapes.
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TOCONAO / CHAXA LAGOON

We will visit the town of Toconao and tour its main square, church and bell 
tower, all of which have been declared national monuments. Depending on 
the season, we’ll also explore the orchards before continuing towards the salt 
flat until reaching Chaxa Lagoon. Here we can admire the flocks of flamingoes 
in their natural habitat, and enjoy the extraordinary scenic beauty.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring light clothing, a jacket.
 ∙ Comfortable footwear.
 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: Binoculars.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), snacks and tea.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Half-day van 
excursion
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 2,400 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: 70 km
Duration: Three hours and 30 
minutes
Environment: Oasis of Toconao / 
Atacama Salt Flat
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading south until we 
reach our first stop, the town of 
Toconao (30 min). 

 ∙ From there, we continue to drive 
to the Atacama Salt Flat, and the 
Chaxa Lagoon area of the Los 
Flamencos National Reserve. 

 ∙ We return by van to the hotel 
(one hour).
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HIERBAS BUENAS / V. ARCOÍRIS / RÍO GRANDE

CharaCteristiCs This excursion allows you to visit some of the area’s 
lesser-known parts, mixing cultural ancestry with spectacular landscapes. In 
Hierbas Buenas, you’ll get to see fantastic petroglyphs and learn about the 
Likanantai culture. The Valle Arcoíris (Rainbow Valley) is known for its unique 
rock formation and colorful hills, while the town of Río Grande is a traditional 
Andean town, where life moves at its own pace.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Bring long pants, a jacket.
 ∙ Sunblock, sunglasses, a hat, and 
a backpack.

Noi Equipment: Chairs and tables 
for lunch.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), lunch.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day van excursion
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 3,200 meters above sea level.
Distance: 80 km
Duration: Six hours (this excursion 
is also available in half-day format, 
choosing two of the three destinations)
Environment: Domeyko Mountain Range 
/ Pre-Plateau / Cave Paintings
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa Atacama, 
heading northwest. 

 ∙ After 40 kilometers, we take a 
northbound detour to reach Hierbas 
Buenas, where we’ll take in the 
petroglyphs. 

 ∙ From there, we continue along the 
route until we arrive in the town of 
Río Grande, a traditional Andean town 
tucked away deep inside a gorge. 

 ∙ Then we’ll have lunch in the Rainbow 
Valley, surrounded by exceptional rock 
formations and multi-colored hills. 

 ∙ Finally, we return by van to the hotel 
(one hour).
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TATIO GEYSERS

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day van 
excursion
Difficulty: Easy
Altitude: 4,320 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: 90 km
Duration: Seven hours
Environment: High Plateau
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart from Casa Atacama 
before sunrise, heading northeast 
(approximately 90 min).

 ∙ We reach the Tatio Geysers via 
a route that passes through the 
town of Machuca.

We leave at dawn, heading northeast along a dirt road. Upon arriving at the 
Tatio Geysers, one of the highest geothermal fields in the world, we watch the 
cauldrons of boiling water shoot blasts of water vapor high into the air. We will 
explore the area briefly on foot and then enjoy breakfast. 
On our way back, we will enjoy gorgeous views of the high plateau. Along the 
way, you can see large bogs featuring plenty of wildlife, and appreciate how the 
flora and fauna changes as we make our way down. We also stop in the town of 
Machuca, situated 4,000 meters above sea level.

CharaCteristiCs To many, a visit to the Tatio Geysers is an essential part 
of San Pedro. Marveling at the towering spouts of steam before sunrise is an 
unmatched spectacle.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Wear very warm clothes. 
 ∙ Eat light and do not drink any 
alcohol the day before the 
excursion. 

 ∙ Drink plenty of water. 
 ∙ Bring sunblock, sunglasses and 
a backpack. 

 ∙ It may be possible to bathe in 
the rustic hot water pool near 
the geysers.

Noi Equipment: Chairs and tables 
for breakfast, binoculars and an 
oxygen bottle.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), breakfast.
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HIGH PLATEAU LAGOONS

Heading towards the high plateau, we will see the flora and fauna gradually 
change as we ascend. We’ll pass the Tropic of Capricorn, which intersects with 
the Inca Trail. After making a stop in Socaire, we’ll continue toward Paso Sico, 
which marks the border with Argentina. We’ll stop at the Aguas Calientes Salt 
Flat and the Tuyajto Lagoon to admire the high plateau landscape and have 
lunch. On the way back, we’ll stop at the Los Flamencos National Reserve to 
explore its lovely Miscanti and Miñiques lagoons.

CharaCteristiCs We’ll discover magnificent high plateau landscapes, as 
well as remote and solitary spots. We will also enjoy a gourmet lunch outdoors, 
with a terrific view of a truly wild destination, where you feel the force, the calm 
and the silence of the mountains.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day van excursion
Difficulty: Easy, but take the high altitude 
into consideration
Altitude: 4,250 meters above sea level.
Distance: 360 km
Duration: Eight hours
Environment: High Plateau / Salt Flat / 
Lagoons
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa Atacama, 
heading southeast. 

 ∙ We’ll make a stop in the town of 
Socaire, before continuing to the 
Tuyajto Lagoon and the Aguas Calientes 
Salt Flat (three hours), where we’ll have 
lunch. 

 ∙ On the way back, we’ll stop at the Los 
Flamencos National Reserve to explore 
its Miscanti and Miñiques lagoons. 

 ∙ Later, we’ll take the van back to the 
hotel (90 min).

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Wear very warm clothes. 
 ∙ Eat light and do not drink any 
alcohol the day before the 
excursion. 

 ∙ Drink plenty of water. 
 ∙ Bring sunblock, sunglasses and 
a backpack. 

 ∙ It may be possible to bathe in 
the rustic hot water pool near 
the geysers.

Noi Equipment: Chairs and tables 
for breakfast, binoculars and an 
oxygen bottle.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), lunch.
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TARA SALT FLAT

Departing the hotel on the way to the Jama Pass, our first stop is at the 
Quepiaco Bog, which offers a great opportunity to observe local fauna 
(including birds and vicunas). We continue along to the Monjes de la Pakana, 
making a second stop to admire impressive, wind-sculpted rock formations 
in the middle of the desert. Finally, we arrive at our destination, the Tara Salt 
Flat, where we can walk for 40 minutes to reach its “cathedrals” (spectacular 
rock walls), before enjoying a delicious lunch.

CharaCteristiCs A spectacular place reverberating with the energy 
of the remote and wild high plateau. Here, we’ll discover typical local 
landscapes, including pampas, salt flats and the surrounding Andes 
Mountains, as well as unique rock formation like the Monjes de la Pakana 
(Monks of the Pakana) and the Catedrales de Tara (Tara Cathedrals).

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day van 
excursion
Difficulty: Easy, but take the high 
altitude into consideration
Altitude: 4,400 meters above sea 
level.
Distance: 260 km
Duration: Seven hours
Environment: High Plateau / Salt Flat
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading towards the 
border pass with Argentina (Paso 
Jama). 

 ∙ We’ll have lunch at the Tara Salt 
Flat and return by van to the hotel 
along the same route (two hours).

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Wear very warm clothes. 
 ∙ Eat light and do not drink any 
alcohol the day before the 
excursion. 

 ∙ Drink plenty of water. Bring 
sunblock, sunglasses and a 
backpack. 

Noi Equipment: Chairs and tables 
for breakfast, binoculars and an 
oxygen bottle.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), lunch.
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ANCESTRAL CARAVAN in COYO 

A walk along side llamas through historic landscapes reliving the paths 
that the native Likan Antai people would use during their journeys, 
searching for the best land to settle. The walk begins at the ancient 
cemeteries and dry river beds. Later there is a typical dinner with local 
produce at a rustic restaurant set up by a local family.

Season: All year round
Mode: A walk through historic 
landscapes alongside llamas. 
Difficulty: Low
Altitude: 2420 mt
Distance: 3 km.
Duration: 4 h
Surroundings: Ancient cemeteries, dry 
river beds and small oasis where the 
town is located. 
Itinerary: 
 ∙ Departure from the entrance of Coyo, 
walk alongside llamas and then dine 
at the house of a typical family from 
the small town who have set up a 
rustic restaurant. 

 ∙ The menu is made of regional 
produce and it ends with a typical 
healing ritual from the Likan Antai, 
the native people of the area. 

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Take appropriate clothes: 
comfortable shoes for walking 
and warm clothes for the open 
air experience that lasts until 
night fall. 

 ∙ Noi Equipment: Not required

 ∙ Includes: Dinner and healing 
ceremony
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SAN PEDRO STAR GAZING

The tour begins by going through all of the Andean constellations with a cocktail 
to observe the entire galaxy, from the solar systems planets to the stars. 

Season: All year round
Mode: Astronomic tour observing the 
Andean constellations. 
Difficulty: Low
Altitude: 2.420 m
Distance: No walking
Duration: 3 h
Surroundings: Northern Skies
Itinerary: 
 ∙ Informative talk about conventional 
and Andean astronomy. 

 ∙ Observation of the open skies with 
binoculars.

 ∙ Observation of the galaxy through 
professional telescopes.

 ∙ Cocktail under the stars. 

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Take warm clothes for the 
outdoors.

Noi Equipment: Not Required

Includes: Cocktail



Mountain
Modality

Challenging ascents into the high 
mountains, for those who want the unique 
experience offered by the Andes peaks.

*All our Mountain excursions are valid 
as Full Day Excursions.
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CERRO TOCO (TOCO MOUNTAIN)

Via the Jama Pass, we ascend to the mountainside, where we begin our 
ascent up the path (sandy, with a moderate slope). Reaching the peak 
(5,614 meters above sea level) takes about an hour. From here, we can 
enjoy a beautiful view of the Licancabur and Juriques volcanoes, as well 
as the Plain of Chajnantor, the site of many of the antennae of the ALMA 
astronomy project. The descent is via sandy terrain, where the van will be 
waiting to take us back to Casa Atacama.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: High mountain 
ascent
Difficulty: Hard (high-altitude 
excursion, physical exertion)
Altitude: 5,300 – 5,614 meters above 
sea level.
Distance: 300 km drop
Duration: Three hours
Environment: Andes Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa 
Atacama, heading east toward the 
Jama Pass (which connects with 
Argentina and Bolivia), until we 
reach the mountainside, at 5,300 
meters of altitude (one hour). 

 ∙ There, we’ll begin our ascent. The 
van will take us back to the hotel 
(one hour).

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Dress very warmly and wear 
technical clothing (a first layer, 
technical pants, appropriate 
socks, gloves, a hat, a 
windbreaker, boots). 

 ∙ Bring sunscreen, sunglasses, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: Walking sticks 
and an oxygen bottle.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), snacks.



Biking
Scenery
Nature MountainTrekking

SACIEL VOLCANO

We ascend through a pine-laden, sandy terrain, with plenty of loose rocks. 
From the peak, we’ll take in an astonishing view of the volcano’s crater and the 
Bolivian side of the territory. After a break, we’ll make out way down to the van.

Season: Year-round 
Type of Excursion: Full-day high 
mountain ascent
Difficulty: Hard (high-altitude excursion, 
physical exertion)
Altitude: 5,740 meters above sea level.
Distance: Three km
Duration: Three hours
Environment: Andes Mountain Range
Itinerary: 
 ∙ We depart by van from Casa Atacama, 
heading northeast (two hours and 
30 minutes) until we reach the sulfur 
mine, where the ascent will begin.

Recommendations: 
 ∙ Dress very warmly and wear 
technical clothing (a first layer, 
technical pants, appropriate 
socks, gloves, a hat, a 
windbreaker, boots). 

 ∙ Bring sunscreen, sunglasses, 
and a backpack.

Noi Equipment: Walking sticks 
and an oxygen bottle.

Includes: A cooler (water and 
refreshments), snacks.



For more information

(56-2) 432 68 00


